* _ 
9 
Py 
i” 


480 
* ; 
* 


— - 
W *% IS 9 oy 

— * ” * 4 * * 

1 * 


o 


NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED -: 
. Aub THE 5 Ta 
> BENCH OF BISHOPS, 

j oe on EIN 
- + Printed and Sala by Danis Is AAC Eaton, Printer and 
* ++, - | Bookſeller110: the Supreme Majeſty: of the Peoples a ue 3 
does an SwIn E, No. 74, Newgatezſtteet, = by 


T H E 


EPISTLE DE DICAT OR. 


1 
LA 


T 0; 3.8% 


Right. Reverend and Reverend the Bench of Bisnors, 
and the other pibus SuppoRTERS of the Church 
Militant bere on Eartl Sa - 1. 


12 | 
» \ 2s 'P & It 
N Act of Parliament is an excellent engine for pro- 
A ducing that kind of uniformity of opinions, which 
confiſts in holding the tongue; and, however unfair it may 
be in-common tranſactions to ſuppreſs the arguments on one 
fide of any queſtion, yet, in religious matters, even the molt 
cool and charitable muſt allow, that it is quite otherwiſe. 
When the ſalvation of men is concerned, every means is 
juſtifiable. What right has a man to complain, though by 
virtue of an act of parliament, by pains and penalties, he 
may be ſent to heaven, whether he will or no? It is carrying 
the notion of liberty too far, to ſuppoſe, becauſe we are tree- 
born Engliſhmen, that we may chuſe our own faith, and go 
to heaven our own way! What would become of the Tight 
reverend and reverend turnpike-men, it people were permitted 
to avoid the ſtrait-gate, and go their journey's end withcut 
paying: | 1 
Foreigners are ſo ſenſible of this, and the prieſts of other 
countries are ſo tenacious of their rights of directing the in- 
tellects of the people, that they have invented and Jenoſited 
in che inner chambers of the holy inguifitfon, a number of 
molt ingenious machines, which by means of whips, cords, 
pullies, {crews, wheels, iron'crows, Ted-livt pincers and the 
like, are found to be extremely ſerviceable in twiſting and 
warping opinions to any ſettled models government may re- 
] | quire. 
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Quire. Notwithſtanding your Lordſhips readineſs *, « to 
i oppoſe error of every kind by argument and perſuaſion,” 
it happens unfortunately for us, that theſe mechanical and 
perſuaſive arguments are unknown in Britain: Inſtead of 
that moſt ſtrong and logical argument, called the torture, we 
are obliged to adopt plain reaſon; or, at moſt, when that 
fails us, thie pillory: But, it is to be hoped, that the happy 
time is not far off, when the prieſts of Britain may be able to 
argue with as much force as the ſpiritual directors of other 


— 


y countries; when the clergy may approach the throne; and 
4 avow their readineſs to ſtop the mouths of men, without 
| being under the ſhameful neeeſſity of contradicting them- 
ſelves, by « diſayowing all violence in the cauſe of re- 
| ligion +.” F 1 . 

| by thoſe better days, the Lord Biſhop of — 
* may overthrow the arguments of an infidel Peer, by de- 
claring them * unworthy of a _ ;” and the Biſhop of 
St. D— may confirm the defeat, by affirming, that the 

arguments of unbelievers © deſerve no anſwer :”* for 
dne will then fay, that they, would not,” anſwer them, 
. not that they could not, as they impiouſly affirm at 
preſent. But, as thoſe glorious times are not yet arrived, we 
| muſt be contented, in the mean while, to proceed in the old 
| method of reaſoning, upon even ground with our adverſaries: 
| The weak, though zealous, chriſtian, who has the honour to 
* a dqreſs your Lordſhips on the preſent occafton; has preſumed 
to lay bafore * 2 few of the Doubts of che Infidels; he 
| . anſwer them. He is happy in reftecting, that 
| the late Act of Parliament forbids them to fpeak ; but his 
| fatisfaction is infinitely greater, when he aſſures himfelf, that” 
| | ou Lotdſhips anfwef will make them aſhamed even to 


hopes you wil 


vrite. a 
| Thus fervently prays, 
l Your Lordſhips 
N | Unworthy Co- operator, 
| N e Tus AUT H OR. 
3 | 


| n Addrefs of the Cotrvocation prefented to his Majeſty, the 2 
| 5 of November, 1780. | 
N + Vide the ſame Addreſs. 
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NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED, Es. 


Six, 


* OUR abilities and knowledge in the wiſdom and lan- 
guage of the ancients, particularly the Oriental, as well 
as your ſupport of Mr. Richard Brothers, has placed you in 
a conipicuous manner the champion of Revelation, and the 
expounder of thoſe incomprehenſible parts of the Old and 
New Teſtament. Es 


You will pardon me for placing you in ſuch worthy com- 
pany as the Bench of Biſhops ; 15 your known humility 
would undoubtedly have excuſed me had I placed you wit 

his Holineſs and his red-robed Cardinals, all of whom aſſert 
a firm belief in the whole of the Bible. But as, according to 
us Proteſtants, they are full of ſuperſtitions and ridiculous 
notions, IJ have not thought proper to call upon them for an 
elucidation ; but which I have done upon our moſt Learned, 
Reverend, and Right Reverend Fathers in God, whoſe goodneſs 
they ſtrive to imitate, in giving their votes and ſupport to this 
moſt juſt and neceſſary war; and, by ſo doing, have aſſiſted, 
as far as lay in their power. in maſſacreing thouſands of In- 
fidels by the ſacrifice of wige as many true Believers. Now, 
Sir, I bes leave io aſk you, if ſuch is the will of God, who 


ſays, That it were better forty wicked men went unpuniſh- 


ed than one innocent man ſhould ſuffer? How many more 
will ſuffer Jam not competent to ſay ; but I really think that, 


before we {hall be able to convince the Infidels of France of 
their errors, both in Church and State Government, the 
leaches of Germany, and che plebothony of the Carmagnoles, 

wall 


l 


will bring this nation to its ſenſes; and when that happens, 
their reaſon will dictate a proper recompeuce for all deicrip- 
tions. | | 


Sir, this is not a time for trifling ; threatened with the ſword 
of Infidels, aſſuiled by tamine, crammed with bran, and choak- 
ed with taxes, your Good Gop alone can heip us, without 
the aſſiſtance of either of hie frartners; and as peace of mind 
is abſolutely neceſſary under theſe difficulties, an expiication 
of thote doubts, and thoſe apparent errcrs, would afford great 
caſe to the miuds of many, who would be true believers, were 
they ſufficiently explained. I need not tay you are called 
upon as a Chriſtian to exert yourtelf tor the Benefit of man- 
kind; I am ſenſible your own benevolent diipcfition will in- 
duce you to acquieſce. At the ſame time, it poſſible, I would re- 
commend the conſulting of the Prince of Prophets, Mr. 
Brothers. But ſhould * be retuied (as I am inform- 
ed it would), I ſhould then recommend you to take a dozen ot 
two of Reverends with you, to whom they could not preſume 
the refuſal of admittance ; and then you can, when altugether, 
perhaps give ſome ſatisfaction on this account, and wipe away 
that ſtigma from the learned Biſhops, of being a ſet of inde- 
lent, lazy, lounging, fawning {ycophants, poflefſed of more 
luſt of gold chan either divinity or philantrohpy ; and chey muſt 
then acknowledge, in behalf of Mr, Brothers, that he is nei- 
ther a madman or impoſter ; but that he is, like yourielf, 
_ themſelves, the reſt of their brethren, and the whole of the 
preleat adminiſtration— A deceicſul knave. | | 
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INFIDELS, & 
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H OW can the attributes of God be vindicated, in having 
performed ſo great a number of miracles, for 4 long ſuc? 
ceſſion of very diſtant ages, and ſo few in latter times ? If 
they were performed for the instruction of thoſe times only, 
are they not equally neceſſary at preſent for us ; or, if thoſe 
antient miracles were intended likewiſe for our inſtruction, 
are they adequate to the Purpoſe ? Can God, who gave uy 
reaſon, act inconfiſtently with | its diQtates ; and i is it rational 
to demand our belief of things which are in their own na-- 
ture far removed from common belief, and require ſomething 
more chan the uſual teſtimony of hiſtory for their ſupport ? 
When“ Livy affirms, that the Gauls conſpired againſt Han- 
 nibal, we admit and believe the fact; but when i in the ſame 
chapter he ſpeaks of ſhields beating blood, of its raining 


T. Livii, lib. xxii. cap. x. 


hot 


3 4 

1 1 1 
hot en at Arpi, and the like, gw”: juſtly reject and diſbe- 
| heve the improbable aſſertions ; neither is any credit given to 
che account of the wonderful method of curing diſeaſes by 
the touch, ſaid to be poſſeſſed by * Mr. Greatrix, though we 
find it in the philoſophical tranſactions. The miracles of 
the Old Teſtament were all performed in thoſe ages of which 
we have no credible hiſtory ; what reply then can be made 


to thoſe who affirm, that miracles have always been con- 
fined to the early and fabulous times; that all nations have 
had them, but that they diſappeared, in proportion as 
men became en and capable of diſcovering im- 
un 


2. . a book to be publiſhed, containing aſſertions 
of hiſtorical facts long paſt, which had no collateral teſti» 
mony of other authors ; ſuppoſe thole facts in general to be 
improbable. and incredible; ſuppoſe the book to be anony- 
mous, or, Which is 3yorſe, uſhered into the world under the 
name of a perſon he, from the internal evidence of the 
thing, could not have written it; can it de imagined, that 
fuch a hook would find credit among people, who have the 
leaſt pretenſions to reaſon? Which then is the readieſt way 
of confuting the enemies of our holy religion, who do not 
ſcruple to affirm, that many books of canonical ſcripture are 
in this predicament? They obſerve, that the books of the 
Pentateuch bear many marks of an author poſterior to 


* Loutharp's abridgment, vol, iii. p. 11. Greatrix publiſhed 2 
pamphlet, to which the atteſtations of Boyle, Wilkins, Cudworth, and 
many other great men were affixed, Vide Life of St. Evremont, printed 
with his works in Engliſh, 3 vols. 8 vo. 

A 3 8 Moſes ; 
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8 Moſes ; that the book of * Numbers quotes the book of the 


wars of the Lord, which as firſt written, was probably the 
book which Moſes wrote ; that Moſes could not have writ- 
ten the account of his own death and burial in + Deutero- 
nomy, which nevertheleſs has no mark to diſtinguiſh it from 
the reſt of the book, And ſuppoſing theſe and other objec- 
tions of the like nature to be removed, what muſt we ſay in 
reply to their remark, that the ſcripture, which we believe 
to be dictated by the in{piration of the unerring God, is fre- 
quently ft contradictory with regard to facts, and very often 
repreſents the all-wiſe Creator & as angry, repenting, unjuſt, 
arbitrary, 6c, nd that conſequently we muſt either give up 
that dependence, wlilich we naturally place on his goodneſs 
and rectitude, or reject thoſe writings which repreſent him 
as a demon. Does not your Lordſhips apprehend, that for 
want of better arguments, we ſhall be under the neceſſity 


of recurring to the argumentum fullori, or of adopting ſome 


of thoſe gentle methods which were uſed for the converſion 
of heretics in the pious reign of Queen Mary? 


3. Is the account of the creation and the fall of man, in 
the book of Geneſis, phyſical or allegorical ? Did God create 
light before the tun? How could he divide the light from 
darkneſs, ſince darkneſs is nothing but the mere privation of 
light? How could time be divided into days, before the crea- _ 
tion of the ſun, ſince a day is the time between ſun-riſe and 
fun-riſe ? How could the firmament be created, ſince there is 


Numb. xxi. 14. + Deut. xxxiv. I Vide infra, 5 Gen, vi. 6, 7. 
Exod. vii. 3. xi. 97 10. 1 Sam. XV. 35. 


1 no 


WOT BY | 
no firmament, and the falſe notion of its exiſtence, is no 4 
more than an imagipation of the ancient Grecians, 


4. The ſcriptures were certainly written for the purpoſe 
of being underſtood, or for no purpoſe at all. A myſtery, 


that is to ſay, an aſſertion or theorem which the human un- Y 
derſtanding is incapable of comprehending, muſt likewiſe be 


inexpreſſible in human ſpeech ; we cannot therefore avail 
ourſelves of the ſhort and elegant method of clearing and 
elucidating difficult parts of ſcripture, by the uſe of the word 
myſtery ; but how ſhall we, without this happy reſource, 
explain the byſineſs of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, of a {peaking ſerpent, and of a tree of life which God 
was obliged to guard by cherubim and a flaming ſword, leſt 
man ſhould eat of the fruit and become immortal? 


5. The ſerpent was afflicted with the curſe of going upon 
his belly. The ſcoffers ſeem to think it no curſe at all; for 
as they take it for granted that he went upon his back before 
this unfortunate tranſaction, they apprehend it was doing 


him a ſingular piece of ſervice to reverſe him, the latter po- 


ſition being eyidently the moſt convenient. They alſo take 
notice, that no animal can ſubſiſt upon duſt, and that, what- 
ever the individual ſerpent in queſtion might have done, the 
ſerpent of modern times are ſo profane, that they univerſally 
reject ſo dry a food, and by a ſecond act of impiety emanci- 
pate themſelves from the conſequences of the firſt. 


6. The account of the flood is very embarraſſing. It ig 


deſcribed as the effects of natural agents in the hands of God: 
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The lions, and other carnivorous animals, muſt have lived on 


4 
1 
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[ to ] 

It rained; no mention is made of waters for the purpofe 
The deluge was univerfal : all the high hills that were under 
the whole heaven were coyered * and it ceaſed, not by the 
annihilation of the waters, but they were evaporated by a 
wind, Now from whence came the water? The weight of 
the whole atmoſphere, with all its vapours, is equal to no 
more than a hollow ſphere of three or four and thirty feet 
thickneſs, environing the whole globe, and, conſequently; 
the whole of its contents; if condenſed into water, could not 
deluge the earth to the height of an ordinary houſe, It is to 
no purpoſe to break open the fountains of the abyſs or great 
dcep, if any ſuch fountains there are; for gravity would 
prevent the waters from iſſuing out; neither can we eaſily 
perſuade infidels, that the windows of heayen were opened, 

while they know it has no windows ; ſo that we Have but 
three or four and thirty ſeet of water to deluge the higheſt 


mountains, tome of which are more than fifteen thouſand feet 
high. 


5. The weak in faith find themſelves equally at a loſs re» 
ſpecting the ark. It ſeems ſtrange to them, that ſo vaſt an 
aſſe emblage of animals, could be incloſed in an ark or cheſt, 
v wich had but one w indow, (which window was kept ſhut 


for more than five months) without being ſtifled for want of 


air: it appears equally remarkable, that Noah and his three 


ſons could unſtorw and ſerve out the daily allowance of pro- 
viſions and water to the paſſengers; and if their wives were 


ſuppoſed to help them, the work to be done is {till prodigious 


I 


Gen. Vi. vii. vili. : 
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l proyifions ; which, no doubt, they were glad of, 


as ſee-ſaring 488 5 are not yy" nice, eſpecially 1 in long 
voyages. 


8. If God ſet his bow in the cloud, as a token of his co- 
yenant with mankind after the flood; ought we not to con- 
clude, that he, at that time, eſtæbliſned the law of the various 

refrangibility and reflexibility of the rays of light ; and con- 
| ſequently, that before the food, many optical experiments 
which are common with us, would not then have ſucceeded ? 
For example, à man could not have made a rainbow by 
ſpouting water out of his mouth ; Mr. Dolland's achromatic 
teleſcopes would haye then been no better than common 
ones; natural bodies muſt haye appeared all of one 


colour, ee. 


9. What anſwer muſt we give to thoſs who are inclined 
to deny, chat an all- powerful and juſt God could make uſe of 
the moſt unjuſtifiable means to attain his great purpoſe of 
aggrandizing the poſterity of Abraham. Could this bene- 
v rolent and juſt Being, approve of the vngenerous adyantage 
which Jacob took over his faint and hungry brother ? Could 
this omnipotent and upright Spirit, adopt no method of 
diſtinguiſhing his favourite Jacob, but that of fraud and lies, 
by which he depriyed the ſame unſuſpecting brother of his 
father's bleſſing? Or, in ſhort, how ſhall we juſtify God 
for the continual diſtinction and favour he is ſaid to have be- 
ſtowed on a people, who from their own annals appear to 
have been unparalleled for * crue}(;, ingratitude, inurba- 
nity, &c. 

* See the Acts of Ich] alſo 1 Sam, xv. &c. 
10. When 
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10, When the unbelievers affirm, that a juſt God could 
not puniſh Pharaoh for an hardneſs of heart, of which he * 
himſelf (God) was evidently the cauſe, we uſually anſwer, 
that the potter his power over the clay, to faſhion it as he 
lifts ;| but when, in reply, they take notice, that, if the clay 
in che hands of the potter were eapable of happineſs or 
miſery, according to the faſhion impreſſed on it, the potter 
muſt be maleyolent and cruel, who can give the preference 
to inflicting pain inſtead of happineſs, then we are obliged 
to be ſilent, in hopes, that your Lordſhips will condeſcend to 


ſupply us with better arguments (hin * we are e acquainted ; 
with at preſent, 


. „Miracles muſt have been very common in Egypt, ſince 
there was à bod / of people, whoſe trade it was to work them. 
When Aaron's'rod was turned into a + ſerpent, Pharaoh, 
inſtead of being ſurpriaed at it, as an unuſual phænomenon, 
ſends for his magicians, who immediately perform the like 


wich their rode. Your Lordſhips owe us ſome little expla- 


nation concerning this buſineſs: we know: 1 it is our duty to 


believe, that Airon's miracle was performed by the power 


of God, but are at a loſs to diſcover by what power the 
magicians performed theirs. 


12. f When Aaron turned the waters of Egypt into blood, 
their ſtreams, their rivers, their ponds, and all their pools, 
together with all the water throughout the land of Egypt, 
whether in veſſels of wood, or veſſels of ſtone, the magi- 
cians of Egypt did ſo likewiſe with their enchantments. Here 
again our adverſaries, who, unfortunately, have more cu- 


* Exod. vii. 3, 4-—Xli, 9, 10. 1 Exod. vii, 10. 


rioſity 


3 
riofity than faith, take the liberty to enquire, where the 
magicians found water to practice their art upon, ſince 
Aaron had already turned it all into blood ? 


13. Pharaoh ſtill continuing inflexible, though ſucceſſively 
expoſed to the plagues of * ſrogs, lice, and flies; his + cattle, 
namely, the horſes, the aſſes, the camels, the oxen, and the 
ſheep, were afflicted with a very grievous murrain, and all 
the cattle of Egypt died, except thoſe of the children of If- 
rael. This producing no good effeEt with Pharach, the whole 
nation of Egyptians were plagued with þ boils and blains ; 
notwithſtanding which, Pharaoh's heart continued as hard as 
ever d. Moſes was therefore ſent early in the morning, to 
adviſe Pharaoh to ſend for his cattle, and all that he had in 
the field, and ſhelter them againſt a terrible hail- ſtorm, the 
approach of which he predicted. They, among Pharaoh's 
ſervants, who feared the word of the Lord, ſaved their cattle 
and ſervants, by removing them into houſes; for the next 
day came on a ſtorm of thunder, lightning, and hail, which 
broke the trees, deſtroyed the herbage, and killed every liv- 
ing creature that was in the field, excepting only that in the 
land of Goſhen, where the children of Iſrael were, there 
was no ' hail. Divine truths are ſo different from thoſe. 
which carnal minds are uſed to contemplate, that it muſt be 
very diff cult, by the force of mere human reaſon, to perſuade 
mankind in general, that Pharaoh's cattle were in any great 
danger from the hail- ſtorm, ſince they were all previouſly 
dead by the murrain ; and ſome people are ſo ſtupid, that 


* Exod. viii. + Exod. ix. 3, 6. 1 Exod. ix. $, Kc. 
& Exod. ix. 13, &c," 


they 


1 4 4 

they think killing them a ſecond time was no puniſhment at 
all. There are not wanting ſome among the preſent per- 
verſe generation, who are at a loſs to conceive how thoſe of 
Pharaoh's ſervants, who feared the word of the Lord, could 
make their cattle flee into houſes, ſince they pretend to main- 
tain, that cattle already dead; whether by the murrain or 
otherwiſe, are incapable of fleeing. Notwithſtanding theſe 
people are ſo obviouſly in the wrong, yet we depend upon 
your Lordſhips, that you will expoſe their errors in more 
glaring colours than any in which they have yet appeared. 


14. * Some weak belie vers afe in doubt, whether ſo mean, 
fo ungenerous, and fo diſhoneft an act, as borrowing the 
je wels of the Egyptians, without any intention of returning 
them, did not father originate in that diſpoſition, which cha · 
racterizes the Jews to this day, than in the command of the 
juſt God, who certainly could need no fuch tricks to accoms 
pliſh His intentions; 


15. The plague of hail being ſucceeded by locuſts, thick 
darkneſs and the death of all the firſt-born of Egypt, cattle 
included, Pharaoh at length permitted the Iſraelites to des 
part ; but afterwards repenting, he went in + purſuit of theta, 
with ſix hundred chariots, and all the horſes and chatiots of 
Pharaoh and his horſemen; and his arory; and vyertook them 
by the ſea, near Baal-Zephon. The Red-Sea was parted in 
two to afford a paſſage fot the Iſraelites, the Egyptians fol- 
lowed them, and were puniſhed for their raſhneſs by the re- 

turn of the waters which ſwallowed them up. Here again | 


* Exod, xi, + Exod. xiv, 


5 
our petulent and unſatisfied oppoſers demand, how Phafoali 
could purſue with chariots and horſemen, ſince his horſes 
were all flain twice; once by the murrain, and once by the 
hail? Not to mention, that the firſt- born of cattle were ſlain 
even a third time They likewiſe add, that Egypt, which, to 
facilitate the diſperſion of the waters of the overflowing Nile, 
E interſected by numberleſs canals, muſt always have been a 


very improper country either for cavalry or chariots. 


16, * God came to Balaam at night, and ſaid unto him, 
* If the men come to call thee, riſe up and go with them.” 
Balaam accordingly roſe up, ſaddled his aſs, and went with 
the princes of Moab. * But God's anger was kindled be- 
« cauſe he went,“ inſomuch that he ſent an angel to oppoſe | 
him, who would certainly have ſlain him, if the aſs he rode 
on had not exhibited a ſpecimen of pen@ration and prudence, 
of which the aſſes of modern times ſeem to be entirely diveſt- 
ed. The infidels here infiſt, that it is better to reject the 
whole ſtory, than to believe, that the Supreme Being could 
be angry with Balaam, merely becauſe he obeyed his com- 
mands ; but the true believers, the ſons of the church, who 
think there would be no exerciſe for our faith, if we were 
required to admit nothing but what can be ſupported by ar- 
gument, are not at all concerned at this difficulty: the more 


improbable the doctrine, the greater muſt be the merit in be- 
lieving. 


17. + © The Lord was with Judah, and he drove out the 
inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the 


Numb. xx. 20, &. + Judges i. 19. 
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4e inhabitants of the valley, becauſe they had chariots of 
« iron.“ It is difficult to conceive, how the Lord of heaven 
and earth, who had ſo often changed the order, and ſuſpended 
the eſtabliſhed laws of nature in favour of his people, the 
Jews, could not ſucceed againſt the inhabitants of a valley; 
becauſe they had chariots of fron! Or ought we not rather 
to infer, that the book in which this paſſage is found, has no- 
thing of divine inſpiration in it, but was written by one of 
the Jews, who conſidered the God of Ifrael their protector 
as a local divinity - who was in ſome inſtances more, and in 


others leſs powerful, than the gods of their enemies: * © The 


« Lord is a great God, and a great King above all Gods, 


&. And Jephtha ſays to the King of the children of 


Ammon, + © Wilt thou not poſſeſs that which Chemoſh 


e thy God giveth thee to poſſeſs? So whomſoever the Lord 


&« our God ſhall drive out from before us, them will we 
4 poſleſs.” 

i8. How unjuſily are the Spaniards ſtigmatized for the 
zeal they exhibited, in converiing the natives of Peru and 
Mexico to the Chriſtian religion! I It is true they ripped 
up women with child, dached infants to pieces againſt the 
rocks, and broiled men to death with flow fires ; but as their 
pious intention was purely that of delivering theſe unin- 
ſtructed and ignorant people from the more horrible pains of 
futurity, the truly compaſhonate canaot but approve their 
conduct. How can we enough admire the mild and humane 


tranſaction of hanging up thirteen Ladians in honour of 


* Pſalm xcv. 3. xcvii. 9. + Judges x1. 24. 
m See Marmontel's Preface to the Incas, and the authors tliere cited. 
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Ghiriſt and the twelve apoſtles | While the reſt of the wor! 
admited the Greeks and Romans, they wiſely aſſumed the 
heroes of ſacted ſtoty, as models for their imitation ! Poor 
Las Caſas! his weak and effeminate heart bied at the ſcene 
of iniſery! He wanted zeal to join in the pious work; 
and even wiſhef to leave the Indians in poſſeſſion of certain 
| imaginary bleſſings; which he pretended to call 4 the rights 
* of humanity !” But the holy ardour of his aſſociates fruſ- 
trated his impious attempts; he could do no more than write, 
yet his writings, ſo far from producing the effect he intend- 
ed, only ſerve to Increaſe our admiration of thoſe great cha- 
raters he meant to ſtigmatize.. If the compariſon might be 
allowed, we may affitm, that the Spaniards were inferior to 
the Jews in this only cifcumſtance, that they had a Las Caſas 
among them. The Jews were obdurate to a man, and har- 
dened with holy cruelty : we hear of no tergiverſation when 
Jericho was to be deſtroyed : * Mah and woman, young 
and old, ox, ſheep, and aſs, were put to the edge of the 
© ſword.” What a philoſophical command over the tender 
paſſions muſt Joſhua have acquired, to have enabled him to 
+ ſmite with the ſword, and utterly deftroy the inhabitants of 
Ai, Libnah, Lachiſh, Hebron, Debir, &c. &c. Ec. eſpecially 
fas the hardneſs of their hearts was no fault of theirs, but pro- 
ceeded from the Lord! How truly great, how far above the 
Eommon weakneſs of humanity, appears the man after God's 
own heart, at the taking of the city of & Rabbab ! . He 
& brought forth the people that were therein, and put them 
undet ſaws, and under harrows of iron, and under axes of 
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* Joſbua vi: zz. + Joſhua x. 1 Joſhua xi. 20. 5 2 Sam, xd. 
39, 3r: | 
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« iron, and made them paſs through the brick-kiln!“ O ye 
greatly inexorable heroes! ye Jews | ye Spaniards! ye firm 
and zealous of ancient and modern times, if any ſuch exiſt ! 
pity the wretch who admires your virtues, but whoſe pen 
trembles, and whoſe eye overflows, at the recital of your 
deeds! And thou, O mighty and benevolent Power, forgive 
the heart, that, ſhocked at the.tortures inflicted on thy crea- 


tures, is unwilling to acknowledge thee as the author of 
them. | | | ; 


». A 


19. The moſt rational men reject the ſcience of magic or 
witchcraft, as a filly impoſition on the credylity of man- 
kind; but we believers, Who have nothing to do with rea- 
ſon, but are guided by the indefinable faculty called faith, are 
perfectly ready to admit it, and deplore the infidelity of that 
parliament, which repealed the acts by which ſo many of 
that profeſſion loſt their lives. * The witch of Endor, and 
the Jewiſh law, both prove by divine argument, the exiſtence 
of ſuch profeſſors, though like miracles, they have now 
ceaſed to appear. But, notwithſtanding this, we ſhould be 
glad of an argument or two from you, our ſpiritual direc- 
tors, which might eſtabliſh this important point of doctrine, 
as well in the minds of reaſonable men, as in the minds of 


men, who by means of the additional faculcy, faith, are above 
reaſon. | 


20. + In the laſt battle of Saul with the Philiſtines near 


Gilboa, Saul being wounded, requeſted his armour-bearer to 


draw his ſword, and run him through, but his armour-bearer 


® I Sam. xxvili. + 1 Sam, xxxi. 


| would 


| [ tg ] 
would not; therefore Saul took a ſword and fell upon it; 
and when his armour-bearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell 
likewiſe upon his ſword, and died with him. * David was 
at this time returned from the purſuit of the Amalakites, 
when, on the third day after Saul's death, a young man came | 
out of the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth 
upon his head. He brought the news of Saul's death, the 
circumſtances of which, upon David's enquiry, he reported 
to be: that coming by chance upon Mount Gilboa, he be- 
held that Saul leaned on his ſpear, and that the chariots and 
horſemen followed hard after him. Saul looking behind 
called the young man, and requeſted him to ſlay him: ſo I 
ſtood upon him, ſaid the young man, and flew him, becauſe 
I was ſure he could not live after he was fallen; and I took 
the crown that was on his head, and the bracelet that was on 
his arm, and have brouglit them hither unto my lord. David 
rewarded the miſtaken compaſſion of this young man, by 
commanding him to be put to death. 7 


* a — S _. N 
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How do our adverſaries; the infidels, exclaim againſt the 
barbarity of David, when they read this melancholy little 
hiſtory ! What! ſay they, is this the mild, the merciful 
David! Is this the man after God's own heart | Is he not 
tather the tyrant! The inhuman deſpot! What effort of 
holy zeal could ſtimulate him to murder the young man, who 
had performed the laſt offices of humanity to Saul ; who, in 
the agonies of death, had himſelf beſought him to put an end 
to his lingering miſeries? Why ſhould this ruffian embrue 

„his hands in the blood of the youth, who ſuppoſed he had 


——B nents ine 


* * —_ 2 
24 


B 2 done 


= —— — ” 
4 3 4 


L 20. ] 
done a charitable office to the deſerted and expiring monarch, 
whom this David pretended to lament, and who at the ſame 


time gave ſuch endearing proofs of loyalty to him himſelf, 
by preſenting him with the regal ornaments? 


None but infidels, it is true, would utter impieties like the 
above; but, alas, the infidels of our days have become for- 
midable to the true believers, by an attention to morality, 
and the mild and gentle offices of pity, and by warning their 


fellow- citizens to avoid and deteſt the cruelties of religious 


perſecution. How egregiouſly they miſtake | Your Lord- 


ſhips will rectify their notions, it is to be hoped, in theſe as 
well as in other reſpects. 

They have an argument ſtill more formidable againſt the 
truth of the foregoing accounts, concerning the death of Saul, 
which is, that they are ſo very different, that one of them 
muſt be falſe. To this we can only anſwer, as it becomes 
the faithful in all fuch caſes of ſeeming contradiction ; 


namely, that they were both written by the pen of inſpira- 


tion, conſequenily muſt both be true, however contradictory 


or abſurd they may ſeem to mere human reaſon. 


21, * David commanded, that the children of Judah 
ſhould be taught the uſe of the bow : behold, it is written in 
the book of Jaſher. Many difficulties ariſe here about the 
book of Jaiher. It was extant previous to the writing the 
book of + ſoſhua, the author of chat book quoting it, and by 


the foregoing text it appears, it Was not finiſhed till after che 


® 2 Sam. i. 18. 2 ++ Jock. x. 13. 
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acceſſion of David to the throne of Iſrael. Now, if Joſhua 
"wrote the account of his own tranſactions, as is generally be- 
lieved, the author of Jaſher muſt have ed upwards of four 
hundred years; and if the book of Joſhua was not written 
till after the time of David, and by an unknown author, the 
infidels will affirm, that it comes under the deſcription which 
is at the beginning of the ſecond of theſe queſtions. And the 
misfortune is, we do not know how to confute them, but we 
Hope your Lordſhips will eaſily remove this among other dit- 
ficulies, now your long dormant zeal 1s at- length awakened. 

Our enemies have reproached us with examples of the primitive 
church; they obſerve, that the prieſts were chen poor and 
indefatigable, but are now pampered and lazy. Fat benefices 
and lordly biſhoprics, they ſay, cauſe a total eclipſe 'of 
rhe light of religion, by obtruding their opake ſubſtances be- 
tween the eye of the prieſt and the kingdom of heayen. Bat, 
alas, how palpably they miſtake! The ancient prieſts were 
ignorant of their buſineſs; they deſpiſed riches becauſe they 

knew no better, or perhaps becauſe they could not get chem. 
But how are the underſtandings of men enlightened ! how 
great the wiſdom of modern times! how are the ſciences im- 
proved! Has it not been for many centuries diſcovered, that f 
pain and mortification are fit companions for the devil, and 
therefore totally improper for ſaints ? Can a poor wretch, 
inured to penury and the ſcourge, be ſuddenly reconciled to 
happineſs and heaven ? Inſtead of enjoying the manna of - 
the promiſed land, would he not be preſcribing himſelf a 
faſt; and when it became him to fleep recumbent on his 
couch of bleſſedneſs, would he not envy the damned their - 
whips and ſcorpions ? So difficult it is to eradicate long con- 
firmed habits, But wherefore dwell on ſa unprofitable a 
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ſubject? The wiſdom of our divines has taught them te 
avoid ſuch abſurditics, to deteſt ſuch errors. They will not 
loſe their reliſh for pleaſure, for want of practice. 


22. David, «4 * by the inſtigation of the Lord,” num- 
bered the people of Iſrael and Judah; but afterwards, being 
probably ignorant by whoſe inſtigation he had acted, he re- 
pented of the deed. This repentance djd not excuſe him in 
the ſight of the Lord, who offered him to chuſe either © ſeven 


« years” famine, three months defeat before his enemies, or 


three days peſtilence, David choſe the latter, and ſeventy 


thouſand men died. This memorable event has not eſcaped 
the inſpired +-penman of the book of Chronicles, wha 
affirms, „That Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked 
« David to number them; but God was diſpleaſed with 
this thing, and therefore ſmote Iſrael. David repenting, was 
offered from God his choice, either “ three years” famine, 
three months deſtruction before his enemies, or three days 


- 


peſtilencę; the latter of which he choſe, and there died of 


lirael ſeventy thouſand men. Our too curious and inquiſitive - 
oppoſers, who are unwilling to believe 1“ cunningly de- 
« vited fables,” enquire how it could be a crime in David to 
number the people, eſpecially as it was by the inſtigation of 
the Lord! They beg to be informed, whether *the Lord,” and 
$* Satan,” be one and the ſame perſon; and, if not, which of 
the two was the inſtigator of this unhappy buſineſs, and like- 
wile W ich of the two “ infallible” and *« inſpired,” writers 
tells the lie“ Laſtly, they cannot conceive how the ſeven 


years famine in the book of Samuel is dwindled away into 


„ Sam xxir. + 1 Chron, xi. f 3 Pet. 3. 16. 
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three in the Chronicles? To all theſe queſtions we anſwer, 
that it was ſufficient to make this action of David's .crimis 
nal, that the Lord diſliked it after it was done ; and as to its 
being done by his inſtigation, we muſt obſerve, that it is no 
uncommon thing for the Lord to be angry with his ſervants 
for obeying his commands. The inſtance of Balaam is a 
caſe in point. Here we infer that, in the commands of the 
Lord, there 1s always a clauſe implied or underſtood, which 
leaves it to the diſcretion of the faithful to act as they think 
proper. It is true, that this poſition leads immediately to the 
doctrines of the Jeſuits, which have been ſo univerſally ab- 
horred. But why need we regard the abhorrence of the 
world, while we are convinced that our tenets are ſcriptu- 
ral? With regard to the affair of Satan and the Lord, we. 
leave it to your Lordſhips management; but cannot help ob- 
ſerving, with det iſion, the futility of the objection reſpecting 
the three and ſeven years famine. They have little {kill in 
divine arithmetic, if this affords them any embarraſſment; 
they know nothing of the ſublime logic by which the divines- 
prove three to be one, and one to be three. For example, if 
it were affirmed, that Hawkeſbury is a Lord, Chatham is a; * 
Laid; Spencer is a Lord; and yet they are not three Lords but 
one Lord, this would he termed abſolute. and ridiculous non- 
ſenſe, notwithſtanding their cloſe-miniſterial union. But in, 
holy matters it is quite + otherwiſe, as might eaſily be eluci- 
dated by inſtances too ſacred to be commented upon by any 
unconſecrated individual, vd-t 

„Qu. xvi. 4 5 7 159 5 +» 

+ See an excellent ſpecimen” of thts in the Creed Oe af | 
cribed te St. nnn. * -vy6f> * 
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24 Another inſtance of the imperfeRion of the art of 
arithmetic, as it is erroneouſly taught in our ſchools, appears 
in its affording no rule by which the two genealogies of Jeſus 
; Chriſt may be reconciled to each other, Matthew reckons 
twenty-ſeven generations from David to Chriſt ; Luke 
reckons forty-two ; and the names totally diſagree. Matthew 
traces the deſcent from Solomon, and Luke from Nathan, 
both ſons of David. Accordiag to our feeble notions, twenty- 
ſeven cannot be equal to forty-two, neither can Nathan, &c. 
be imagined to be Solomon, &c. The infidels ſuppoſe, that 
t1e two evangeliſts, rather than the church ſhould be without 
the genealogy of its founder, choſe to invent them ; but good 
Chriſtians, who know that both writers were infallible and 
inſpired, are ready to reject the cleareſt axioms of mere hu- 
man ſcience, and allow that in ſacred matters, tlie greater 
number may be equal to the leſs. - Theſe cavillers alſo de- 
mand, how theſe genealogies of Joſeph prove, that Jeſus-was 
the ſon of David, when it is avowed that Joſeph was not his 
father; but they da not conſider, that a married man is obli- 
_ ed to father all the children his wife muy produce; and, if 
this anſwer does not ſatisfy them, they muſt at all events 
confeſs, that Joſeph was father-in-law to Jeſus, by being 
married to his mother ; conſequentiy Jeſus was ſon (in-law) 
to Joſeph; Q. E. D. As chere is no anſwering for the per- 
verſene:s of men, there may perhaps be ſome whom even this 
demonſtration will not ſatisfy. To theſe we offer an 
argument diſcovered by the truly profound Mr. Paſcal “, 


2 Les © fable ſſes les plus apparentes font des forces“ ceuz qi 
prennent bien les choſes Par examples les deux: genealogies de St. 
Mathieu, & de St. Luc, il eſt viſible, que cela n'a pas ete fait de con · 
cert. Voyex Remargaes ſur les Penſets de Paſeal ed: Geneve, 1773. 
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He juſtly obſerves, that when two witneſſes diſagree in the 


circumſtances of a fact, we ought to believe them ſo much 


the more readily on that account, as it ſhews, that they did 
not contrive the ſtary in concert. This remark, it is to be 
hoped, will likewiſe put an end to the abſurd cuſtom which 
prevails in our courts of juſtice, of diſerediting evidences 
which contradict each other, ſuch contradictions being in 


reality a mark of truth, © a ceux qui prennent bien leſs 
„ cnoles,” | 


25. It is much to be wiſhed, that ſome of our ſpiritual 
directors would be at the pains to rectify and adjuſt to the 
ſtandard of Holy Writ, the many errors and omiſſions of 
profane hiſtorians. When Chriſt was baptized by John the 
heavens were opened, and a voice was heard, declarivg his 
divine origin. Such a prodigy muſt have awakened the at- 
tention of all Judea; yet we find the hiſtorians totally 
ſilent on the matter. It is ſtrange, that the horrible maſſacre 
of the children by the command of Herod, ſhould be totally 
unnoticed by Joſephus, and even by the evangeliſts, Mark, 
Luke, and John. Matthew alone mentions it ; but his au- 
thority is ſufficient to juſtify an interpolation into the text of 
others, who are deſective in that particular. It is well known 
with what ſucceſs the primitive Chriitians began the holy 


work of interpolating, ſuppreſſing, forging, and altering pro- 


fane hiſtories; but as we believe their piety always prevent- 
ed cheir meddiing with the ſacred text, notwithſtanding the 
arguments of infidels, who attempt to prove the contrary, 
theie holy trauds have been found of infinite ſervice in eſta- 
bliſhing the cauſe of Chriſtianity. Why do we forbear to 
purſue their great and laudable example * The modeſty or 


miſtaken 
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miſtaken candour of theſe ancients *, have allowed them to 
interpolate no more than one paragraph concerning Jeſus 
into the text of Joſephus, Would it not ſhew our ſuperior 
zeal, and be of infinite ſervice to poſterity, if ſome divine of 
the preſent age would incorporate the whole narrative of 
Matthew into the ſame text. But, alas, the ſneers of our 
adverſaries have prevailed too much, and good works, like 


theſe, are now no more 


26. + About ſeventeen centuries ago, the ſun was darken- 
ed, the moon ceaſed to give light, and the ſtars fell from hea- 
ven; the ſign of the Son of Man was ſeen, the Lord himſelf 
deſcended from heaven with a ſhout; the trumpets of the 
archangels were heard, the dead in Chriſt aroſe, St. Paul and 
others of the elect, who were then living, were caught up in 
the clouds, went to meet the Lord in the air, and have been 
with him ever ſince. It is truly aſtoniſhing, that a phænò- 
monon ſo awful as the deſtruction of the ſyſtem of nature, 
ſhould have made no interruption in the ſtate of nations and 
affairs at that time; that all the hiſtorians ſhould omit to 
record ſo dreadful an event, nay, that they ſhould ſurvive it; 
and that the primitive fathers ſhould forbear to mention a 
circumſtance which was ſo well calculated to eſtabliſh the 
Chriſtian religion, and confute all the arguments of the hea- 
thens. When your Lordſhips ſet about the great work of 
rectifying ancient hiſtories, you will doubtleſs be careful to 
inſert an account of this tremendous occurrence; for Chriſ- 


* Joſephus, de Antiq. Jud, lib. xviii. cap. 4. 

+ Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Matt. xxiv. 2934. Mark iii. 24—31. 
Luke xxi. 25—33, 1 Thefl. iv. 16, 17: $530 | 
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tians can have no doubt, but that it really happened, finee it 


was ſo directly foretold both in time and circurfiſtances, by 
Chriſt and his apoſtle Paul. 


27. The oracles of Delphos were obſcure and capable of 
various interpretations ; but the prophecies of ſacred writ are 
all ſo clear and obvious, they ſhine ſo bright by their own 
native luſtre, that no one has ever pretended to doubt their 
divine origin, except thoſe who are unfortunately blinded by 
the too great ſuffuſion of light, which the ſcriptures ſo conti - 
nually emit. If the gift of curing the blind be not entirely 
loſt among the apoſtles of the preſent day, it muſt be Chriſ- 
tian charity to deſcribe the ſymptoms of their diſorder, that 
your Lordſhips may attempt the cure. Theſe unfortunate 
people obſerve, that God ſaid to Adam concerning the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil“, “In the day thou eateſt 


** thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die; he tranſgreſſed, and, never- 


theleſs, lived at leaſt eight hundred years afterwards. They 
obſerve, that the great evangelical prophet + Iſaiah, could 
foretell the downfall of Babylon by Cyrus, but could not tell 
the name of the Meſliah, though his coming was an event 
of infinitely greater conſequence; nay, they even charge him 
with a blunder, if we admit the opinion, that Chriſt was in- 
tended by the names I Maher-ſhalal-haſh-baz and Immanuel, 
ſince he was never called by them. But they impioully ſolve 
this difficulty, by affirming, that Iſaiah might take the advan- 
tage of writing his prophecy concerning Cyrus after the 
events took place, but could not avail himſelf of the ſame 
pious cunning in the affair of the Meſliah. And, in fact, wg 


Gen. il. 7. f Iſaiah all. f Ixiab viii 5 
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ate in great want of evidence to overthrow their ſuppoſition, 
They demand, if the prophecies be ſo evident and clear, ſo 
different from thoſe of the heathens, how happened it that 
the whole Jewiſh nation, together with the angel * Gabriel, 
ſhould miſtake und ſuppoſe the kingdom of the Meſſiah to be 
temporal; and that it ſhould not be diſcovered, that his king- 


dom was not of this world, until his enemies had pre- 
vailed and ſent him out of it. 


4 


They aſk, whether thoſe in- 


ſ pired writers, who propheſied concerning things of no conſe- 
quence, as the thirty pieces of filver, and the caſting lots for 
garments, could not with equal certainty have predicted more 
important circumſtances of his death and reſurrection? In 
ſhort, they beg to be ſhewn a ſingle prophechy concerning 
which divines are agreed, and deſire to know why, in the days 
of goſpel light, the great prophecy of John the Di: ine, ſhould 
be more obſcure and enigmatical, than any which was written 
during the typical and ſhadowy diſpenſation of Moſes? All 
which abſurd queſtions your Lordſhips will, no doubt, over- 


throw and expoſe in the moſt palpable manner. 


the ſeripture was not meant to inſtruct philoſophers, yet 


28. How came it to paſs, ſays the cavillers, that Jeſus, the 
Son of God, ſhould + curſe a fig tree for being without fruit 
in March; was he, by t whom the world was made, was he 
ignorant that it was not the ſeaſon for figs? They likewiſe 


demand, whether it was by deſign or miſtake that he affirm- 


el'\ that wheat does not produce fruit unleſs it firſt die? If 


why ſhould it miſlead them? But though theſe infidels may 


by 


Luke i. za. 


+ Matt. Xxi. 18 — Mark xi. 13, 20. f John i. 3. 
5 John xi. 24. 


pleaſe 
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pleaſe to aſſert, that wheat in our days is governed by laws 


directly contrary to theſe, as all naturaliſts indeed acknogws 


ledge, yet who can affirm that it was ſo eighteen hundred 
years ago? On the contrary, ſince theſe things are recorded 


in the facred writings, we ought to ſubmit and believe that | 


the ſyſtem of nature is changed from what it was in ancient 
times. This event probably came to paſs when the ſun was 


darkened, and the ſtars fell from heaven, as mentioned in a 
former queſtion *. - 


29. Your Lordſhips no doubt will readily ſettle the myſle- 
rious diſagreement between John the Baptiſt and Jeſus Chriſt, 
+ John being aſked if he was Elias, anſwered I am not; but 


Jeſus ? affirms the contrary. As few even of Chriſtians have 


faith enough to believe that John was and was not Elias at the 


ſame time, a word or two of explanation would afford them 


infinite ſatisfaction. Commentators in divinity can do mi- 


racles in the way of explaining; but, unfortunately for us, all 
other miracles have long ceaſed, though at no time ſo much 
wanted as at preſent. Fm 


30. Out of forty goſpels we receive four as canonical : the 


reſt are the fruitful produce of that ſpirit of forgery, which 


the Chriſtian world has always been celebrated for. Their 


piety was indefatigable in burning the books of the heretics, 
and the ſame piety was not ſparing in furniſhing apocryphal 


books. It is for the ſalvation of mankind that Chriſtianity 
ſhould prevail; and how can its propagation be advanced, 
and its dominion eonfirmed, more than by preventing the ar- 


Wwe 


® Qu. 26 + John i, 21. f Matt, xi. 14. 


guments 
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guments againſt it from being expoſed to view ? Some may 
indeed pretend, that this mode of proceeding is tyrannical, 

and deſtructive of the rights of mankind; but we inſiſt that 
it is zealous and politic. How can a man be ſaid to be in- 
jured, even if we allow that he is cheated, ſince he is cheated 
into ſalvation, though perhaps againſt his will? Yet it will 
bedoing a ſingular ſervice to weaker Chriſtians, if your Lord- 
ſhips will point out by what particular emanation of the 
Holy Spirit, the church was enabled to ſelect the divine out 
of ſuch a number of apocryphal writings. The infidels ſay, 
that time has obliterated the primitive diſputes on this ſub- 
ject, and that the ſanction of cuſtom has confirmed the au- 
thority of the four goſpels ; which, ſo far from external and 
hiſtorical, have not even the internal evidence of truth. They 
obſerve, that the goſpel of Mark, though evidently an abridg- 
ment of-that of Matthew, yet differs from it in many mate- 
rial particulars; that the grand circumſtance of the conſpi- 
racy by which Chriſt loſt his life; is told differently and diſ- 
cordantly by all the four. They expreſs the higheſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, that the ſending of Jeſus to Herod by Pilate, ſhould be 
related by Luke, and that the other three evangeliſts ſhould 
not only omit that occurrence, but relate the proceedings in 
this affair, ſo as entirely to exclude the poſſibility of its inſer- 
tion. They think it impoſſible that an earthquake ſhould 
rend rocks, and that many ſaints ſhould ariſe from the dead, 
and go into the holy city, as Matthew relates; and yet chat 
theſe events ſhould not only have eſcaped contemporary hiſ- 
torians, but even the other three evangeliſts. And to this, 
they add, that it is particularly ſtrange and amazing, thaf 
John, who * was preſent at the crucifixion, ſhould not only 


John xix. 26, 35. 8 , 
orbear 


191 
forbear to mention any one of the terrible appearances te 
corded in Matthew on that occaſion, but thateven the darkneſs 
of three hours duration, which muſt have made the 


moſt laſting impreſſion on every individual in Judea, ſhould 
alſo be by him totally unnoticed, 


31. The malevolence and incredulity of our adverſaries, 
are viſible in nothing ſo much as the criticiſms they make 
on the reſurrection. They complain, that this moſt mira- 
culous and important event, inſtead of poſſeſſing that extra- 
ordinary and uncommonly clear evidence, which its incre- 
dible nature requires, bears on the contrary every mark of a 
forgery. Inſtead of Chriſt's re-appearing to all the world, 
that the world might believe, he is ſaid to have appeared to 
his diſciples, who were the only men on earth whoſe eyidence 
could be exceptionable in the caſe ; men who already engaged 
in the attempt of forming a ſect or party, could by no means be 
diſintereſted in their report; the only men who could be 
ſuſpected of forgery in the preſent inſtance. Theſe are the 
men, ſay they, who were to preach Jeſus Chriſt to the world, 
and to find arguments to ſupport the fact, which Chriſt might 
have uncontrovertibly eſtabliſhed by appearing again in pub- 
lic. But the generation was unworthy of that condeſcen- 
ſion, we reply —, which they wickedly paraphraſe thus, 
« God, who deſireth not the death of a ſinner, left them in 
their ſins, that they might die—God, who ſpared not his 
beloved ſon, but gave him to the bitterneſs of death, that 
ſinners might be ſaved, choſe, nevertheleſs, to deprive all 
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% mankind of the proper evidence of the reſurrection, be- 


« cauſe the Jews of that age were ſinners!“ Mercy is the 
character of the firſt act, but how ſhall we characterize the 


latter? 
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boyr men to write: * accounts of the reſurrection, which dif- 
agree witli each other in almoſt every citcumſtance Does 
his divine truth bear che reſemblanee of ſotgety and ihvert- 
tion, that we may ſhew our faith and reliance on him, by. 
making a ſatfifice of our reaſon ; and believing by an act, 
not of the underſtanding, but of the avill? But why, 0 thou 
Supteme Governor ! Why haſt thou given us reaſon, ew. 
top: 4.60 ences a thing which we ought t to Caſt from ws) 
_ thee; and are not thoſe CERT RS bo "who, 0. 
ravlgating vite ſyſtems unworthy of thee, find their baſe 
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©! Theſe, my Lords, ate tlie tẽllections of infdels ; fee. | 
tions which our truly Chriſtin zeal and deteſtation would 
have prevented us from repeating, if we had not been fup- 
ported by a pleaſing anticipation of the gloriofs and fatisfac- 
tory tnanner,” in: which they wall 'be overthrow YT; your 
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